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Les Alpes, 1966. No. I. 'Dans les quatre mille du Haut Atlas': by F. 
Lortscher. 'Badile': by W. van Laer. 'Gedanken zurn Thema Berg
steigen': by S. Walcher. 'Bergsteigen und Offentlichkeit': by K. 
Greitbauer. 'Dans les Alpes Cottiennes': by M. Escher. 'Mont 
Blanc face de la Brenva': by E. Vanis. 'Le Romsdalshorn': by W. 
Stefan. ' La face nord des Grands Charmoz' : by R. Tezenas du Montcel. 
'Paques blanches clans les AI pes de l'Otztal': by G. Perrin. 'Deux 
premieres ascensions dans le massif du Mont Blanc' : by J. Harlin. 
'Progres recents clans 1' etude des avalanches' : by C. J accard. 'U n ete 
au Spitzberg' : by L. Saugy. 

No. 2. 'Typische Schnee-und Witterungsverhaltnisse im Sommer in 
den Alp en': by G. A. Gensler. '2 5 ans de mensuration de la neige a la 
cabane Rotondo': by E. Ambiihl. 'Les Anglais et la conquete des 
Alpes': by R. Griinwald. 'Col Nord de !'Everest Ig6z': by H. P. 
Duttle. 'Erinnerungen an eine Fiihrerfahrt im Rhatikon ( 1936)': by 
E. 0. Marti. 'Excursions dans les moyennes altitudes': by W. Zeugin. 
'Caucase 1965 ' : by M. Grossi, W. Tschan, and I. Gamboni. 'Une 
semaine en Oisans': by P. Baillod. 'Le grand corbeau des Alpes': by 
R. P. Bille. 'Sols geles en permanence': by J-P. Portmann. 

No. 3. 'Le Bhutan cet Himalaya inconnu': by R. Hanny. 'Entre la 
Fliiela et 1' Albula': by F. Grassler. 'Danslamagie du Finsteraarhorn': by 
E. Reiss. 'Berge des Schwarzfuss-Indianers': by S. Bucher. 'La foret 
de montagne' : by L. Lienert. 'Les origines de I' allemand au sud et au 
nord du Mont Rose': by G. Adolf. 'Lemythe de l'etablissementdesHuns 
et des Sarrasins clans les AI pes': by M . Liniger-Goumaz. 'Les montagnes 
de Hakkari (Turquie)': by D. Schneider. ' U ne ascension dans les 
Hautes Tatry' : by A. Cernik. 

No. 4· 'Dans les montagnes des dieux': by W. Schmid. 'Expedition 
bernoise au Spitzberg 1965': by R. Ryser, P. Biirgisser, and H. Dietrich. 
'Les variations des glaciers suisses en I 964/ I 96 5' : by P. Kasser. 
'Epreuves sportives et regime alimentaire': by R. Bircher. 'Chronique 
himalayenne 1965': by G. 0. Dyhrenfurth. 'Le probleme demograph
ique des Ormonts' : by J. Bernoulli. 

Osterreichische Alpenzeitung, 1966. No. I345· The 1964 and I965 
expeditions to Swat Kohistan are summarised by Dr. A. Diemberger. 
Three maps of the region accompany the article. Dr. Diemberger also 
has a note on the exploration of the Buni Zom group. The regular feature 
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'von der Bergen der Welt', contains in this number a summary of the 
more important overseas expeditions of 1965. 

No. 1346. The Carpathians of Rumania are not well known to British 
climbers and an article by W. Kargel has much interesting information 
about the range. Dr. Diemberger explains the activities of the German 
Karakoram expedition of 1964 which intended to attempt K 6 but found 
itself on the wrong mountain. A sketch map of the area enables one to 
follow the route. 

No. 1347. Ascents in the ranges of Upper Austria are described by 
Sepp Stahrl. British climbers will find many interesting ascents in the 
mountains between the Gesause and the limestone Alps of Salzburg. 

Dr. Hugo Hamberger writes of three ascents in Turkey for older 
mountaineers who prefer to travel with car and tent, Erdjias Dag, 
Demirkacik, and Ararat. Peter Holl takes us to the Kebnekaise district 
of Sweden where he and his companion made the third direct ascent of 
Toulpagorni by the Silhuettleden or South-east buttress. The Bavarian 
expedition to the Rupal valley in 1964 is dealt with in 'von den Bergen 
der Welt'. 

No. 1348. JosefPfeffer writes of ascents in the Dauphine South face 
of the Meije direct, South buttress of the Barre des Ecrins, and the 
North (Coste Rouge) arete of the Ailefroide Centrale. Robert Hosch 
has a note on the nomenclature of the Roter Turm group of the Lienzer 
Dolomites and, in addition to recent Hindu Kush ascents, there are 
details of new ascents in the Eastern Alps up to the end of 1961. 

No. 1349. Wolfgang Frey gives particulars of the twenty 6ooo m. 
peaks of the Central Afghan Hindu Kush and of their ascents to date. 
Another article about the Hindu Kush, by Dr. A. Diemberger, describes 
new ascents in the Munjan-Nuristan area made in 1965 by expeditions 
of the Deutsche N aturfreunde and the Sierra Club of California. A list 
of new ascents in the mountains of Greece is also in this number. 

The first ascent of the Dreiherrenspitze was made in 1866 and Hubert 
Peterka gives an interesting account of the ascent and of the sub
sequent history of the mountain, closely connected with that of the 
Simonyspitzen. The brief account of the first descent of the North 
face of the Western Simonyspitze by Victor Hecht and the guide Stefan 
Kirchler of Taufers with one ice-axe between them may prompt 
some readers to turn to the full story of the expedition in the 
Zeitschrift des D.O.A. V. for 1878. 

No. 1350. The opening article is by Jose£ Franzl, Rektor of St. Josef's 
Church, Vienna, who discusses the place of mountains in the story of the 
world's religions. The ancient Greeks, the Incas, and others who dwelt 
near high mountains regarded them with veneration as having a close 
connection with their Gods; they were the scene of important events in 
both the Old and the New Testament. A young man of Tyrol, who fell 
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in the last war, wrote in his diary 'Many roads lead to God, one of 
them by way of the mountains'. True words. 

Dr. Diemberger continues his account of new expeditions in the 
Munjan-Nuristan area, dealing \Vith the Scottish expedition of 1965. 
The map accompanying his article will be found useful in following Dr. 
Wedderburn's account of the ~xpedition already published in A.J. 7I. 
s8- 6o. 

Information about recent expeditions in Greenland, North and South 
America and the Eastern Alps will also be found in this number. 

D. F. 0. DANGAR. 

Alpinismus, 1966. This German monthly journal maintained its standard 
well in 1966. 

Four numbers, January, February, October and December deal 
mainly with ski problems in the High Alps. The editor is an ardent fighter 
for the most modern methods of rescuing avalanche victims. Whilst one 
has to appreciate every effort to save lives as quickly as possible in these 
terrible emergencies, the experts on the W eissfluhjoch who are following 
the new experiments \vith great interest look at them still with certain 
reservations and are continuing with rescue by avalanche dogs for the 
time being. Another problem treated is the safety binding, the release 
binding which ought to protect the skier in forward and sideward falls. 
The release binding will do that, provided it is correctly adjusted; the 
many accidents still happening show that the bindings are often badly 
adjusted. Hiebeler is in favour of one new kind of binding, where the 
adjustment is done corresponding to the strength of the bones of the 
skier and which is supposed to be independent of the great changes of 
temperature in the mountains. 

Germany's climbing gardens, climbing in Russia, the Eiger Direttis
sima and equipment are the subjects of four other issues. In July some 
of the most famous mountaineers ans\ver the question, which peak is to 
be regarded as the most beautiful one. Besides some of the giants of the 
Himalaya and the Andes, the Matterhorn, the Grandes Jorasses and 
Mont Blanc are named. The August issue deals \\rith the Rhaetikon in 
Switzerland, September with filming in the mountains, filming of skiing 
and climbing as well; and November brings a story about a tragic accident 
to a Japanese party on the Eiger North face. 

All through the year the photos and their reproduction are excellent and 
the effect is still further improved by the large page format of the journal. 

Very useful are the' touring sheets', enclosed with every copy, which 
are meant to be kept in one's pocket and which seem to be very accurate 
and instructive. On the whole, a journal of great value to climbers who 
can read German. 

W. KIRSTEIN. 

• 
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LaMontagne et Alpinisme. 1966. Nos. 56-6o. This is another good series 
with plenty of up-to-date technical information and reports on climbs, 
and a very high quality of reproduction including many excellent large 
photographs. 

The C.A.F. continued to grow in 1965, though rather more slowly 
than previously, to reach 48,500. In 1966 it has been heavily engaged in 
its hut programme, which included the construction of the new Pro
montoire hut (no. 59), and work on new skiers' chalets at Val d'Isere and 
Chamrousse, and on a new bivouac hut to replace the old Leschaux 
hut which was destroyed by an avalanche in 1958. The Club is also 
planning an alpine centre at Chamonix-Argentiere to serve as a valley 
base. 

The mountaineering articles cover a wide range, mainly outside 
France. The first winter ascent of the Pear Buttress the last of Graham 
Brown's trilogy to be climbed in winter is described by the Courmayeur 
guide Alessio Ollier in no. 56: a major undertaking, with considerable 
avalanche danger (two went down the buttress while the climbers were 
on it) and an exhausting descent to Chamonix in a storm. One is reminded 
grimly of the danger of bad weather on Mont Blanc also by the note in 
no. 6o on the deaths of three climbers, including Richard Harris, in a 
three-day blizzard starting on July 3 I, 1966. There are beautifully 
illustrated articles on the West face of Mount H untington (Alaska) in 
no. 57, the North wall of Trollryggen (Norway) in no. 58, and Alam 
Kouh (Iran) in no. 59· 

Articles of a more general descriptive nature include ones on the 
Elbsandsteingebirge, an important training ground near Dresden which 
gives very steep, mainly free, climbing on about 5ooo routes, (no. 56), 
the Maurienne (no. 58), and the Hindu Kush (no. 6o). Skiers may be 
interested in the article on the French successes at Portillo (no. 59) and 
on the wonderful skiing available from the Grands Montets telepherique, 
above Argentiere. 

There is a useful description of snow avalanches and recovery methods 
in no. 56; it emphasises the need for avalanche cords, and possibly of 
small transmitters to help trace victims. The article on mountain acci
dents in no. 58 states that the accident rate is increasing faster than the 
number of climbers: from 5.2 per 1o,ooo climber days in 1962, to 5·4 in 
1964 and 6.9 in 1965. The number of accidents decreases with the 
difficulty of the route, due to the increased competence and better equip
ment of the climbers, but their seriousness increases (number of deaths 
and bad injuries). In 1965, on hard climbs only about 10- 15o/o of victims 
had inadequate equipment or experience, whereas on the easier routes 
the proportion was well over 6o%. Abseiling accounted for 4 °/0 of total 
accidents. In no. 6o there is a fascinating resuml of the rescue of two 
German climbers immobilised on the West face of the Dru in August, 
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1966, arguing that the wrong strategy was chosen, and that the North 
face should have been used instead. The same number has an article 
bringing out the danger, where two thin ropes are used for artificial 
climbing, of one breaking at a piton in a fall without the other, clipped 
through a lower one, taking any of the load, and of the latter breaking in 
turn. It recommends using one thick and one thin rope to reduce this 
risk. 

Finally, no. 57 reproduces a personal letter from Lucien Devies to the 
4000 m. Club of Macugnaga advising against the construction of a high 
bivouac hut on the Macugnaga face of Monte Rosa on the grounds that 
such huts reduce the scale of the climbs, citing as examples those at the 
Col Eccles and the Breche Nord des Dames Anglaises on Mont Blanc. 

ALAN BLACKSHAW . 

• 
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